Reprinted from the “Professionals Corner” link of UpToParents.org


Sample Mechanisms Used by Courts and Co-Parenting Educators 

in Referring Parents to UpToParents.org

The attached documents show simple mechanisms for referring parents to UpToParents.org in divorce cases and ProudToParent.org in paternity cases.  There are variations in the manner by which counties make such referrals.  These four show merely the most common ones.

For an example of a program with nearly a 100% rate of pre-class website completion, we are indebted to Anne Schelle, National Coordinator and Trainer of TransParenting.  Ms. Schelle and her home county (St. Joseph County, Indiana) have three simple components in place.  
1. Immediately upon the filing of a divorce case, the parties receive a simple order and notice that if they have any minor children together, they must sign up in person at a court office for a required co-parenting class.  The same order and notice advise that they will be required to complete UpToParents.org and copy and bring their completed work to their assigned class.
  (The county requires an in-person registration so that a quick domestic violence screening can be completed and victims/survivors can be referred to classes with a safety rather than cooperation orientation.
)     
2. When parents call the class to which they are referred (depending on whether there has been a history of domestic violence), they are reminded to do the required website work and copy and bring their work to their class.  Parents’ telephone numbers are taken to allow for the final component of the referral.   
3. Approximately three days before the class, each parent receives a one-minute telephone call reminding them of the time and place of the class and the website requirement.   
Courts and co-parenting educators with questions or comments on such referral practices are welcome to contact us.   

Charlie and Barb Asher

Freedom 22 Foundation

6376 Dawson Lake Drive

Indianapolis, Indiana  46220

info@UpToParents.org
May 23, 2013
A. SAMPLE DIVORCE CLASS EDUCATOR’S HANDOUT REFERRING PARENTS TO UpToParents.org
Special Notice to Parents Referred to a 

“Parenting as Partners” Class in Morguson County

Here’s an important head start for your upcoming “Parenting as Partners” class.  

Do the work on www.UpToParents.org.  You may choose either the 

English or Spanish version from the drop-down box on the homepage.  Once you finish, print out your completed work (including the Commitments you chose and your Exercise responses) from the Conclusion Page and take it to your class.    

This website work is required by the Court, and it will help you understand some of what will be discussed at your class.

The website also has a “Parents Corner” link you can use to reach interesting video and interactive articles that can help you.  

If you don’t have Internet access, you can use any public library branch or the computer of a friend or family member.   Get started soon on the website work, as it can take between 1-3 hours to complete.  

Remember to take your finished website work (Commitments and Exercise Responses) to your class.

Thank you.

Judge Cheryl Montgomery

Morguson Circuit Court 

B.  SAMPLE CLASS EDUCATOR’S HANDOUT REFERRING 

NEVER-MARRIED PARENTS TO ProudToParent.org


To: 

All parents in paternity cases in Morguson County 

From:
ProudToParent  class presenters

Re:

Welcome.  And some work that will help you!
We look forward to having you in our two upcoming 2-hour workshops.  

Here’s an important head start to understand some of what will be discussed at your workshops.  Do the work on www.ProudToParent.org.    You may choose either the English or Spanish version from the drop-down box on the homepage.  

Once you finish, print out your completed work (including the Commitments you chose and your Exercise responses) from the Conclusion Page and take that work to your class.    

This website work is required by the Court, and it will help you understand some of what will be discussed at your class.

If you don’t have Internet access, you can use any public library branch or the computer of a friend or family member.   Get started soon, as it can take between 1-3 hours to complete.  

Remember to take your finished website work (Commitments and Exercise Responses) to your class.

Thank you.
C.  GENERAL ORDER OR RULE FOR CHILD-FOCUSED WORK IN MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION CASES
In order that parents in marital dissolution (divorce) cases have the best opportunity to protect themselves and their children, the Court orders as follows.

(1)       In any dissolution of marriage proceeding where the spouses have one or more minor children together, within twenty-one (21) days of the filing of a petition for dissolution the parents shall each complete the work on the UpToParents.org.  Both English and Spanish versions are available from that webpage.

(2)       Also within twenty-one (21) days of the filing of a petition of for dissolution, parents with one or more minor children shall file with the Court a copy of the “Certificate of Completion” available from a link on the Conclusion Page of the website once the website work is complete.  The “Certificate of Completion” must be attached as an exhibit to a pleading entitled, “Certificate of Completion of [parent’s name] from UpToParents.org” and reading in substance, “Attached is a copy of the Certificate of Completion showing that on [date] [name of parent] completed the Commitments work on UpToParents.org.”  Blank forms of this pleading are available in [identify office].   

[Alternative (2) where parents are sent to a class and completion of the website work is confirmed there]:

(2)
Also within those twenty-one (21) days, parents shall contact the office of [insert] at [insert phone number, address, and email address] to make arrangements to attend the co-parenting class entitled [insert name].  Parents will attend the class assigned for them, which shall be no later than 60 days following the filing of the petition for dissolution.  The office of [insert] may determine whether parents are referred to the same class or different classes.  Parents shall bring copies of their Commitments and Exercise responses (available from links on the Conclusion page of UpToParents.org once a parent finishes) to their co-parenting class.  Parents will receive credit for completion of the class only upon bringing that work to the class.                  
(3)       If parents have any hearings:

(a)       Before any hearing, they shall merge their chosen Commitments from their website work into a set of Agreed Commitments and read and bring those Agreed Commitments to all hearings.  Parents can use the “Frequently Asked Questions” link of UpToParents.org to achieve this merging.  

(b)       If more than a year has passed since they did the website work, parents shall redo the work on UpToParents.org, merge their newly chosen Commitments into a set of Agreed Commitments, and read and bring those Agreed Commitments to all hearings. 

(c)       If parents fail to cooperate to merge their Commitments, they shall each bring a copy of their separate Commitments to all hearings. 

(d)       Parents should be prepared to discuss their Commitments at any hearing. 
D.  GENERAL ORDER/RULE FOR CHILD-FOCUSED WORK
 IN ALL PATERNITY CASES

In order that parents in paternity cases have the best opportunity to protect themselves and their children, the Court orders as follows.

(1)       Within five (5) business days of the finding of paternity, the parents shall each complete the work on the ProudToParent.org website and copy their completed work (both the chosen Commitments and the Exercise responses).  Both English and Spanish versions are available from that page.

(2)       Also within five (5) business days of the finding of paternity, the parents shall file with the Court a copy of the “Certificate of Completion” available from a link on the Conclusion Page of ProudToParent.org.  The “Certificate of Completion” must be attached as an exhibit to a pleading entitled, “Certificate of Completion of [parent’s name] from ProudToParent.org” and reading in substance, “Attached is a copy of the Certificate of Completion showing that on [date] [name of parent] completed the Commitments work on ProudToParent.org.”  Blank forms of this pleading are available in [identify office].   

[Alternative (2)—where parents are sent to a class and completion of the website work is confirmed there]:

(2)
Also within five (5) business days of the finding of paternity, parents shall contact the office of [insert] at [insert phone number, address, and email address] to make arrangements to attend the co-parenting class entitled [insert name].  Parents will attend the class assigned for them, which shall be no later than 60 days following the finding of paternity.  The office of [insert] may determine whether parents are referred to the same class or different classes.  Parents shall bring copies of their Commitments and Exercise responses (available from links on the Conclusion page of ProudToParent.org once a parent finishes) to their co-parenting class.  Parents will receive credit for completion of the class only if they bring that work to the class.                  
(3)       If parents have any hearings:

(a)       Before any hearing, they shall merge their chosen Commitments from their website work into a set of Agreed Commitments and read and bring those Agreed Commitments to all hearings.  Parents can use the “Frequently Asked Questions” link of ProudToParent.org to achieve this merging.  

(b)       If more than a year has passed since they did the website work, parents shall redo the work on ProudToParent.org, merge their newly chosen Commitments into a set of Agreed Commitments, and read and bring those Agreed Commitments to all hearings. 

(c)       If parents fail to cooperate to merge their Commitments, they shall each bring a copy of their separate Commitments to all hearings. 

(d)       Parents should be prepared to discuss their Commitments at any hearing.  
� Even this referral mechanism can be strengthened with notices in publications like a divorce pamphlet and website similar to � HYPERLINK "http://www.FamilyCourtWebsite.org" ��FamilyCourtWebsite.org�.  





� This domestic violence screening is not an essential part of referring people to � HYPERLINK "http://www.UpToParents.org" ��UpToParents.org�, but we strongly endorse its adoption in order that victims/survivors of domestic violence are not sent to classes promoting cooperation, communication, and accommodation unsafe to them and their children. 
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